
Summer/Fall 2017 

Construction Begins 

A fter a nine-month process, work finally has 
begun on repairing the fire damage to the 

club house. The winning bidder was Hanson & 
Son Construction, and Jon Hanson is a pleasure to 
work with. The first steps were the demolition of 
the west side balconies and flooring. Next, the bal-
conyôs 22-foot support beams were removed and 
replaced. Next, the back porch and balcony porch 
will be rebuilt and then the holes in the roof will 
be repaired.  Once the structural work is complet-
ed, they will move inside to put the banquet room 
and Sunset room back together again. If every-
thing goes according to the plan (it rarely does, but 
no surprises so far), we will be completely reo-
pened by October 1st with the newest, most mod-
ern banquet facility in the County. We canôt wait 
to show you the new facility. § 

R iver Ridge hosted 113 players on June 18
th and 

19th in our 32nd Oxnard City Championships. 
Players enjoyed perfect weather for their two-day 
journey. All players played Victoria Lakes on day 
one, and it proved to be cruel to many players in all 
flights. The greens were above 13 on the stimp meter 
and some players never could get used to the speeds. 
On the second day, the Gross Open division contin-
ued play on the Lakes, while the other flights played 
the Vineyard. The Open playersô scores improved, as 
they were able to gauge the greens better, and the 
Senior Open and Net flights found solace in the 
somewhat slower but perfectly manicured greens of 
Vineyard.  
     The Gross division, 40 players strong, was cap-
tured by two-time previous champion, Ramie Sprin-
kling, of Camarillo. Ramie shot a two over par 74 on 
day one, but fashioned a 1 under par 71 on day two 
to take the Championship by three shots. Preston 
Smith of Westlake finished in second with a two-day 
total of 148. 
     The Senior Open division hosted 26 players ages 
50 and over, all of whom sport indexes of 5 or less. 
Eric Murphy, a Port Hueneme resident and River 
Ridge Menôs Club member, was always a favorite 
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until he banged his toe on furniture the night before the 
event. He came limping into the pro shop. I told him 
that if he chose to withdraw I would understand. His 
response was, ñIôve never withdrawn from any event.ò 
So I checked him in and 4 hours later he had limped 
his way to a very uncharacteristic 79. A good nightôs 
rest and 24 hours of recovery, and Mr. Murphy shot an 
impressive two under par 70 to capture his first Oxnard 
City Championship Senior title. John Milleville, of 
Ventura, fashioned a pair of 75s to take second place.  
The net division of our championships was divided in-
to two flights. 
     The A Flight, which had 25 participants, was for 
those who sported indexes between 4.2-11.2. River 
Ridge Menôs Club member and lefty, Bruce Shinden, 
captured the title by three shots with a 69/71, 140 net 
total. Beto Sanchez and Mike Waller, both of Oxnard, 
each shot 73/70 143 to tie for second place.  
     The B Flight, for those with indexes of 11.6 to 19.6, 
had 22 players vying for the title. Kim Kerwin, a Cano-
ga Park resident and River Ridge Menôs Club regular 
and favorite, took the title despite a 9 on his scorecard 
on day one. His two-day total was 142 (74/68). He was 
followed closely by fellow River Ridge Menôs Club 
member, Dave Brooks of Oxnard (72/73, 145) and Si-
mi Valley resident, Mark Sawyer (73/72, 145). § 

Do you know Pat Akers? 
By Susan O. Sipes  

 

Y ou might know Pat Akers as a long time start-er and greeter at River Ridge Golf Club.  At 
80 years young, I do believe he is our oldest and 
most devoted employee.  I recently spoke with Pat 
about his life before River Ridge and learned a few 
new things. Pat worked for General Telephone for 
34 years, first in Santa Barbara in phone installa-
tion, and then in Oxnard where he completed his 
last 31 years. For his first 15 years, he climbed 
poles and installed wire lines- not a job for those 
with fear of heights. After that, he worked in engi-
neering as a right-of-way agent. His main job was 
securing easements for the telephone company in 
Oxnard. That is what Pat was doing in the early 
1980ôs when River Ridge was just a landfill ready 
to become a golf course.  
 
Fast forward to 
1991, and Pat be-
gan working at 
River Ridge as 
both a starter and 
a marshal. He is 
one of our few 
who have put in 
over 20 years of 
service.  For the 
past few years, 
Pat has been a 
weekend greeter 
on the first tee. 
For all of these 
years, Pat has 
been a shining 
example on how 
to treat fellow em-
ployees and cus-
tomers, and for 
that matter, little children.  
    Here is a little secret that most of our customers 
donôt knowé Pat Akers has been passing out can-
dy canes and Christmas presents to area kids every 
year as one of Santaôs biggest helpers! He has been 
at every River Ridge childrenôs Christmas party for 
at least 20 years. My own children, Kyle (25) and 
Connor (22), knew he was Santa, as he showed up 
to our house each year to pass out presents during 
our holiday get together.  From everyone at River 
Ridge, thank you Pat for being part of our family. § 

New Golf Boards 
 

J ust about a year ago, we brought eight golf boards to River Ridge and weôve had 891 peo-
ple try them. The riders have really enjoyed the 

ñsurf-the-turfò 
experience and to 
our surprise, more 
than half of the 
riders were not 
millennials! Based 
on the first year 
results, we have 
entered into a two
-year lease and 
will receive all 
new boards in Au-
gust. If you have-
nôt given them a 
try yet, give us a 
call at (805) 983-
4653 x 2 and weôll 
reserve your ride!  



The Superintendentôs 
Corner 

From the Kitchen 

 

W ell here we areé August has just begun, 
which means football is just around the cor-

ner and weôre down to the last Major of the year- 
the PGA. Think Jordan can complete the career 
Slam?  
 
Here at the Ridge things have gone smoothly this 
summer even though weôve had to shorten #13 on 
the Vineyard Course to accommodate the Cowboys 
(a 3 on the score card still looks like an eagle). 
Weôve had a busy summer thus far and weôre trying 
to keep that going into the fall. To that end, weôll 
schedule the fall aerification of the courses in order 
to continuously provide 18 holes of pure putting 
surfaces. We plan to punch the Lakes greens, fair-
ways, tees and roughs beginning September 5th and 
then do the same to the Vineyard course beginning 
September 25th. The three-week separation will al-
low enough time for the Lakes to heal. 
 
Everyone who has played the Vineyard Course re-
cently has noticed all the work being done on the 
Levy Road. The County is raising the road to pro-
vide flood protection for everything south of the 
river. In the process, the brick wall just north of the 
cart path on Vineyard #8 will be lost; no more rico-
chet trick shots to that green. This project looks like 
itôs still got more than a year to be completed, and 
for your safety, staying off the Levy Road is highly 
recommended. Even a brand new Pro V1 is not 
worth getting run over! 
 
On the Lakes Course weôve begun mowing the 
rough a bit differently by including a primary and 
secondary height of cut. Our fairways are cut at ½ 
inch, the primary rough is at 1 inch and the second-
ary rough is at 1 ½ inches- a little break for all you 
wayward souls. Please let us know what you think 
about this change and anything else you might con-
sider worth changing. Speaking of change and feed-
back, the forward tees for the Vineyard Course are 
complete and marked with orange rocks as tee 
markers. Please try them and let us know what you 
think; weôre trying to make par more relevant to our 
patrons who donôt hit the ball that far. 
 
Enjoy the rest of your summer and say hello when 
youôre out for a round. We love hearing from you. § 

W ell, we have finally commenced construction on our banquet facility. We are incredibly ex-
cited to be able to host large events in the banquet 
room once more.  The tight construction deadline for 
completion is October 1st 2017.  When the work is 
finished, River Ridge will have the newest, most 
modern facility to host all your upcoming events.  
Looking ahead to our busy holiday season, we cur-
rently have some dates still available to host your 
holiday parties.  Please contact us at (805) 981-8724 
as our calendar is filling up quickly. 
    Our professional banquet staff, with over 30 yearsô 
experience, is here to help you with all your celebra-
tory needs. We can assist you with whatever you de-
sire and we are able to accommodate all typesô 
events, whether you require a space for your taco 
man or would like us to cater and plan every aspect 
of your party.  
    Being in this business for many years, we only 
work with the best people in the industry so we can 
get you the most competitive deals possible, and our 
service is of the highest standard.  We would love to 
invite you for a tour and meet our friendly staff.   We 
are open for breakfast and lunch every day with a 
healthy, tasty menu and a full bar. Come in and try 
our newest menu item the Mushroom Bacon Swiss 
burger or, for the more calorie conscious, the signa-
ture chef salad.  Our coffee is the best and still only 
$1.50; we also have an ever changing selection of the 
most popular draft beers, and donôt forget our deli-
cious tri-tip sandwiches.  This is your neighborhood 
club so donôt be a stranger come by and see whatôs 
new at River Ridge. § 

The Old Banquet Room 
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Tips from the Golf Shop    
By Susan O. Sipes 

 
      

Tough lies:  Your feet are not level with the ball. 
How should you set up and swing? Here are four sce-
narios. First, is the uphill lie. This adds effective loft to 
your club. The steeper the hill, the less lofted club you 
need. Donôt lean into the hill. Stand with the hill. Donôt 
try to transfer your weight to the left (right handed golf-
er) during the swing. 
    The second scenario is the downhill lie. Use the op-
posite approach. Stand with the hill and use a more loft-
ed club. More weight should start and stay on your left 
foot. The back swing will be short, but your follow 
through will stay long. The most important thing to re-
member is to not try to help the ball into the air. Swing 
down into the hill. Now, for the scary lies. 
    In the third scenario, your feet are way above the ball. 
Squat and stay that way throughout the swing. Swing 
mostly with your arms to stay steady, and keep it short. 
Take a less lofted club to make up for the short swing.  
    Lastly, your feet are way below the ball. Grip up on 
your club and be prepared to pull left and low. Gripping 
up on the club will offset lower ball height as far as dis-
tance is concerned. Take a lesson with one of our pro-
fessionals to work on these shots. It will take shots off 
your score. § 

Chip Shots 

F or the past six months or so, we have intro-duced a monthly pass at River Ridge. We 
will continue this through the end of the year. 
The price varies depending on the month. Passes 
for longer days and busier months, (July-
August) run $249; Shorter and quieter month 
passes (Jan-Feb) were a modest $149. The only 
limitation to play is start times after 11am on 
weekends and holidays. If you are interested in a 
monthly pass, go online a few days before the 
new month and start enjoying golf without tak-
ing out your wallet each time. You can add a 
cart club membership for an additional $95. § 


